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Another reason, alleged by the French Ambassador at
St. Petersburg in his somewhat untrustworthy memoirs,
is that the decision was caused by a menacing telegram
from the Kaiser. According to this legend, Sazonov, on
arriving at Peterhof, found that the Tsar "had received a
very bad impression from a telegram sent him the night
before in an almost menacing tone: If Russia mobilizes
against Austria, my role as mediator, which I accepted at
your express prayer, will be endangered, if not ruined. The
whole weight of the decision lies on your shoulders now,
who have to bear the responsibility for peace or war/ Hav-
ing read and reread this telegram, Sazonov made a gesture
of despair," and proceeded to urge general mobilization
upon the Tsar, on the grounds that war was already in-
evitable and Germany was only pretending to mediate in
order to gain time to complete secretly her preparations
for attack. .After hesitation, continues Paleologue, the Tsar
reluctantly yielded and gave his decision. "The clock
marked exactly 4:00 P.M." °8 But this telegram from the
Kaiserco was not sent until 3:30 P.M., and was not received
at Peterhof until 6:30 P.M. Being received more than
two hours after the Tsar's decision, and half an hour after
Dobrorolski had actually begun to send the general mobil-
ization order over the wires, it can no more have been the
cause of Russia's general mobilization than the Lokal-
Anzeiger "extra." Either Sazonov gave Paleologue an un-
true account of his audience with the Tsar; or, more
probably, the French Ambassador was again drawing upon
his lively imagination.
Still another reason alleged for the Russian general
mobilization is that it was caused by Austria's general
08 Paleologue, I, 38 f. Sazonov (p. 202 ff.) repeats the legend. Possibly
the Tsar's decision was made two or three hours earlier (o/. Dobrorolski,
in KSP, II, 87, April, 1924), but not later than 4 P.M. Schilling's Diary,
p. 63 ff, saya Sazonov's audience began at 3 P.M., and lasted nearly an
hour, which would also place the Tsar's decision at 4 P.M.
., 420; Schilling's Dwy> P- 67.

